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Maintaining a walk of faith

· Maintaining a walk of faith helps us to;

i. Enjoy true freedom in Christ

Jesus Himself said, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)
ii. To remain strong in our walk with the Lord, no matter what trials and struggles that we may go through in life, and

iii. Is a great key to realising our full potential in life and in our walk with the Lord

· We need to remain strong in our faith during the trials of life if we are to become all that God has planned for our life

· The bible makes it clear that we will all experience trials and challenges in life, especially when we want to live for the Lord. Hence the importance of continually maintaining a walk of faith 
In the book of Acts we read,

“...We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:223
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
· God has so much planned for our future, both for our time here on earth and forever
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Every believer has the potential to make a great difference in the world for eternity

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

  The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9)

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

· However to embrace the fullness of what God has planned for our future, will require an ongoing walk of faith where we trust God at all times and in all situations 

· I will begin however by firstly making it clear that our right standing with God is CONTINUALLY solely based on our saving faith in Jesus Christ as we simply walk in relationship with Him. The bible makes this very clear
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
The Apostle Paul also wrote,
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“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)
Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
The Apostle Paul also wrote, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
· It is so important that we continually live our Christian life based on what Jesus did for us on the cross at Calvary by simply walking in the forgiveness and freedom that we have in Christ because of our relationship with Him
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)
· It is our ongoing walk of faith (relationship) with Jesus Christ that makes us justified and accepted by God and not our own merit or performance
[image: image4.jpg]


The Apostle Paul wrote,
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1)
· It is so important as Christians that we do not get back into self effort in trying to do things to attain our own self righteousness to gain God’s approval
· The Devil will continually try and condemn us as Christians, often through people, to cause us to question our faith and God’s love for us
· If a Christian is not secure in whom they are in Christ, they are more likely to start doing things out of a sense of obligation to try and earn God’s acceptance
· Doing this will squeeze the very life and vitality out of their faith and cause them to have a continual sense of unworthiness
· The bible makes it clear that “...all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6) and that “...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23)
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” (Galatians 5:4)

· What this means is that the effective operating power of God’s grace becomes ineffective in the life of anyone who begins to trust in his own efforts for salvation
· The simple fact is that we cannot change ourselves. We need to simply allow Jesus Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit to change us, so that we can continue to grow in Christlike character and shine more and more for Jesus
· As Christians we must never move away from the simple truth that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for all of our sins in full on the cross at Calvary and that we come into a right relationship with God through our faith and trust in Christ alone
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4)

”But when the kindness and the love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:4-7)
“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” (Romans 5:6-9)

· As believers we need to simply stay close to the Lord and allow Him to do the work of change in our lives through cooperating with the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives
· AS WE CONTINUE TO WALK IN INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP WITH THE LORD HE WILL CHANGE US FROM GLORY TO GLORY
The Apostle John wrote, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4-5)
· The bible makes it clear that our saving faith is a gift from God which we receive the moment we truly repent of our sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
In his analogy between Adam and Christ (they are similar in the fact that their deeds have affected many people) the Apostle Paul wrote,
“But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgement which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. For if by one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)” (Romans 5:15-17)
In the gospel of John we read, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12-13)
· The whole Christian life is the result of God’s grace in which we stand – His favour and provision in Christ that we do not deserve
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:1-2)

· So it is our saving faith alone that is the continual basis on which we have our right standing with God as believers, as we simply maintain an ongoing abiding relationship with Jesus Christ
The following passages of Scripture in the book of Colossians clearly summarize what I have shared in the first part of this teaching
  
The Apostle Paul wrote, “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 1:12-14)
“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight — if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,...” (Colossians 1:19-23)

As Christians we can be assured that the LORD will never leave nor forsake us
In the book of Hebrews we read, “…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)

· This is why the Apostle Paul encouraged all Christians to maintain their walk of faith when he wrote,
“Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.”

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all the principality and power:” (Colossians 2:4-10)
For the rest of this teaching l want to look at the trust aspect of our faith and how we can maintain a strong faith and trust in God at all times and in all circumstances
· Our faith in Christ is the most precious thing that we have in life. It is eternal

· Having a strong faith will help us to become all that God has planned for our life and to embrace all the God given opportunities that come our way in life
· Faith is the opposite of fear

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.

Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)

In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

In the book of Isaiah we read, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
I will now look at 8 keys that can help us to continually maintain a strong faith

1) Having the right friends in our life
· It is so important that we have people of godly character and faith in our inner circle of friends
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
· We become very much like the company that we keep

· We need to have people in our life that will encourage us to realise our full potential in life and who will encourage us to take steps of faith
· It is also good to have people who are further advanced in their walk with the Lord speaking into our lives. People of vision who have lived a life of faith themselves

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

· It is so important that we do not allow into our inner circle of close friends people that are always sceptical and full of unbelief when it comes to the things of God
In the book of Psalms we read,

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;” (Psalm 1:1)
· Continually having the right people in our inner circle of friends is a great key to maintaining a strong faith where we believe in the miracle working power of God to do great things in and through our lives. 

2) We must refuse to dwell on our past failures
· We must refuse to allow our past failures to define our future
· Continually focusing on our past failures will cause us to be apprehensive about taking steps of faith in the future
· We have all failed at times in life. We need to simply learn from our past failures and move on to fully embrace the future which God has planned for our life
· The enemy will continually try and remind us of our past failures to put fear in our heart and to stop us from embracing the God given opportunities that come our way in life
· We must simply refuse to dwell on our past mistakes and failures and look up to the bigness of our God and forward to what He has planned for our future   
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14)
3) We need to keep our focus on God's promises in His word and speak them over our life and future
· We must not allow the ways of the world, the negativity of others and fear to stop us from living a life of active faith
· As Christians we can build our lives on the promises of God

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

· We must refuse to allow the negative news reports, the opinions of others and our temporary circumstances to stop us from living a life of active faith where we trust God at all times and in all situations
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

· Continually meditating on the promises of God in His word and speaking them over our lives and future helps us to maintain a strong faith even during those times when we are going through great tests and trials

· We need to continually build our lives on God’s word and to only speak out God’s perspective over our life if we are to continually maintain a strong faith in a world full of uncertainty
The LORD said to Joshua,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
·  Spending quality time in God’s word on a consistent basis helps to get God’s promises into our heart so that we begin to instinctively speak God’s perspective over our life and future
Jesus Himself said, “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45)
4) We must just believe the fact that with God nothing will be impossible
The bible makes it clear that nothing is impossible with God and that He is truly sovereign in the affairs of this world

The angel Gabrielle said to Mary the mother of Jesus,


 “For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)

Jesus Himself said,
“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. But the very hairs of your head are numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:29-31) 

Jesus Himself also said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
5) We need to learn to instinctively give our problems to the Lord in prayer. 

· We must refuse to worry about things
· Worrying and being anxious about things never helps or changes our circumstances

· Fear is the opposite of faith. The more we worry about things the more fearful we become

· No situation is ever impossible for God

· Our first response when faced with problems should always be prayer where we give our problems to Jesus

· This is a great key to maintaining a strong faith, especially when we are going through trials and challenges

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

· When we learn to give our problems to the Lord in prayer we maintain our peace and remain strong in our faith and we always see God working things out in His perfect timing
The Apostle John wrote, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” (1 John 5:14-15)
6) We need to be selective about what we look at and listen to
· It is so important that we are disciplined in what we look at and listen to in life

· With much negative news in the world, especially with the current covid 19 pandemic, it is so important that we do not continually focus on things that have the potential to put fear in our heart and to undermine our faith
· What we focus on in life will greatly affect the way that we live our life and what we talk about
· Focusing on, or listening to things that have the potential to cause us to compromise in our walk with the Lord will also negatively affect our faith

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
· Listening to encouraging sermons from preachers and to bible on tape audios will help to build up our faith

· However continually focusing on all of the bad news that is constantly aired throughout the media and to others who are constantly talking about negative things will begin to erode our faith

The Apostle Paul gave us great wisdom on what we should meditate on when he wrote,

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
· It is also so important that we always take all wrong and negative thoughts quickly captive before they take us captive and replace them with Christ centred and faith based thoughts

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
· What we mediate on and think about CONTINUALLY will greatly affect our faith and the way that we live our life

7) We need to maintain an ongoing intimate walk with the LORD and be continually filled with the Holy Spirit
· When we keep our focus on the bigness of our God our problems begin to appear a lot smaller as we get His perspective about them
· When we spend time with the LORD we begin to grow in boldness and courage
In the book of Acts we read,

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)
King David wrote, “Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14) “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You. In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh do to me?” (Psalm 56:3-4)

· When we spend time with the Lord we receive wisdom and encouragement from Him to help us to remain strong in our faith. God knows how best to encourage us when we are going through storms in life. One word from God can be the key to seeing the breakthrough in our lives 

· The more that we are filled with God’s perfect love as we spend time in His presence, the more we are liberated from our fears
The LORD said to the prophet Jeremiah when he was languishing in the court of a prison,
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7)

· Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit is a great key to being bold and effective in our witnessing to others and to being empowered for the ministry that God has called us to do in life. Jesus Himself depended on the Holy Spirit to fulfil His ministry here on earth. 
We see this in the book of Acts where we read, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)
· Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit helps us to live an overcoming life and to remain strong and courageous in our walk with the Lord when we are going through trials and challenges in life, or being persecuted for our faith
The Apostle Paul wrote, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

SPENDING QUALITY TIME WITH THE LORD AND BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS CRUCIAL IF WE ARE TO REMAIN STRONG IN OUR FAITH  
AND
8) We need to simply CHOOSE to trust the Lord with our future and let Him truly be Lord of every area of our life
· We need to simply choose to trust the Lord at all times and to be not moved by our circumstances. 

· This is a great key to remaining strong in our faith and to realising our full potential in life

King David wrote,
“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)
· We can depend on God’s faithfulness

· What He begins in our life He promises to finish

· The bible makes it clear that God’s ways are higher than our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9)

· God has so much planned for every believer’s life

· His desire is that our lives would bear much eternal fruit

Jesus Himself said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

In the book of Hebrews we read, 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
· Given God’s heart that our lives would bear much fruit, we need to simply just CHOOSE to trust the Lord in EVERY area of our life. Trust and obey for there is no other way

· So in conclusion God has the best plan for our life. A plan that is full of purpose and meaning
· We have one gift of life to make a difference in this world for eternity and to store up treasures in heaven
· My encouragement to you today is that you would fully invest your life in storing up treasures in heaven by being prepared to allow Jesus Christ to be truly Lord of every area of your life. That you would trust Him and be prepared to take steps of faith, so that all that God has planned for your life will come to pass in the coming days

· Our faith and trust in the LORD is most evident in our lives, when we come to the place of totally surrendering every area of our life to Jesus Christ, as the Apostle Paul did during his time here on earth

I will finish with the words of the Apostle Paul,
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“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
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